Helpful Hints for Viewing Multimedia on the Web

In order to view video and hear audio files on the web it is usually necessary to have a media player installed to work in concert with your web browser (Microsoft Internet Explorer or Netscape). The more recent the web browser and the computer operating system (Windows, Apple, Unix, etc.), the less likely you will experience problems. If you happen to have a version of Internet Explorer or Netscape that is older than version 4, you must upgrade to a more recent version. 

Most recent computers will have the necessary media player previously installed and it will automatically open and play the multimedia for you when you click on a link to that media within a web page. In the event that does not happen and you need to locate and install a media player, links for this purpose are provided at the bottom of the Case Study and Images in Cardiology page:

http://thics.com/case.html
Two popular media players will play the MPEG-1 video files used for these studies. They are the Windows Media Player (recommended) and RealPlayer (the latest version is called the RealOne player). The QuickTime Player will not play these files. Each of these programs is available in its basic form as a free download. Upgraded versions are frequently made available but any recent version will work.

How to reposition the media player

Once the media player opens you have the option to reposition it on your screen by dragging it using the control bar at the top of the media player. Each media player has options that allow the viewer the choice of showing the entire viewer interface or a smaller version that takes up less space on your screen.

How to “loop” or run videos continuously

All media players have “options” or “preferences” you may set to determine choices for playback. Video and audio files can be made to loop continuously or run only once by using these features. Normally these clips are brief and it is preferable to set the option or preference to “repeat forever” or “repeat continuously”.

Windows Media Player: 

Choose “View” on the menu bar and select the “Options” choice. Then select “”Repeat forever” and click “OK”.

RealPlayer (RealOne player):

RealOne player – Choose “play” on menu bar and select “continuous play”.

Realplayer basic (free) versions 7 and 8 have a very complicated way to play continuously. Otherwise you must press the start button each time you want to view the file. We recommend upgrading to the latest version of the RealOne player for viewing these studies.

